
 

Column Addition 
 

Explanation: Children will move onto using column addition. This method is quick and efficient as long as the 
children are prepared with practical methods beforehand. Once able to move on to column addition, they can 
develop to adding decimals through this method. 

Questions: 

 
 

 
 

 

Moving onto adding decimals: 
The key here is to make sure that the decimal points always line up, otherwise the calculation will not work. 



 

Addition with missing numbers: 

 
Once the children have a good understanding of the column addition method, then challenging them with missing 
number questions can really move their reasoning skills on. Can they work out the missing number? How can they 
justify why they are right? 

Typical UKS2 test questions: 
There are two different ways that test papers check children’s understanding of addition. The first way is looking at 
abstract methods, including decimals: 

                    
 
The second way is using reasoning skills, from solving a missing number or using word problems to ascertain their 
deeper understanding of the skill: 
 

 
 
 
 


